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	Reeder is back and better than ever (my new favorite RSS app)


iPad users who have been holding out hope for an update to Reeder for iOS can relax – a new was released today with full support for all devices on all platforms and some interesting new features.


See, previously, Reeder 3 wasn't updated for the new iPad Pro models – after 7 months without proper support in sight, many iOS power users like me sought out new RSS readers. And while apparently Reeder 3 had resolved layout issues a month ago, I had honestly already deleted it since it didn't work on half my devices.


But that all changes today with the latest release of Reeder 4.
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Available as a new purchase costing $4.99 on the App Store and $9.99 on the Mac App Store, bringing with it a refreshed design, some unique reading features, and a unified code base across iOS and Mac that will make it easier to update in the future.


I bought the app as soon as I heard about it this morning – here’s why I think my money was well-spent.
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Why I Like Reeder


In my opinion, Reeder provides the ideal feed reading experience.
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With Reeder, I can easily check the list of articles, swipe one to the right to mark it as read or to the left to save it for later, then read individual articles in a nicely-formatted column.
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Plus, Reeder has always had a killer feature for me – rubber-banding between articles once you are at the top or bottom, much like Safari's Reading List allows.


For me, using Reeder lets me efficiently process my incoming stories, either from the list view or by jumping down through each full story, giving a fantastic flow to the experience.


I've set it up for my RSS feeds synced via Feedly and articles I've saved for later in Instapaper.


There's support for other services like Feedbin, Feed Wrangler, Feed HQ, NewsBlur, The Old Reader, Inoreader, BazQux Reader, and Fever as well, but I chose a free RSS reader and Instapaper has long been my favorite longform read-it-later application.
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Once I've saved the stories I want to read, I then jump into the Instapaper view and go through any links I've added that don't necessarily work great as "read it later" articles. Any Amazon links or YouTube videos I will tend to shoot off to Reading List to easily process in Safari, making this fall out into a sort of three-tier system:




		Feedly for incoming feeds

		Instapaper for reading later

		Reading List for non-article links




Then, I usually have a minimal amount of stories to read and I come back to them when I'm ready, either right away in Reeder or later in Instapaper, and with Shortcuts ready to go if I’m in my Reading List in Safari.


The Many Views of Reeder


For those moments when I have more time to read, Reeder also provides natural ways to view your lists of articles, and novel ways to consume them.
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In the Options menu there are also adjustments to the overall appearance that are nice – you can:



		set the theme,

		change all of the favicons for your feeds to grayscale for a more minimal look,

		adjust the size of the Text in the article list (I set mine to Medium),

		choose what size to display image previews, and

		choose whether to dim archived articles in the article list




I chose Dark mode for my iPads and Black for my iPhone XS Max, which looks extra crisp thanks to the OLED screen there. Grayscale favicons for each website source are nice too, but with the newly-added image previews in the article list, I prefer the color version.
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The main Appearance feature for iPad and Mac users to consider, however, is their Preferred layout, which comes as Automatic, Single, Compact, Regular, and Full. 
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By default the app will automatically choose which mode to use depending on how much screen space is available – in landscape full screen, tapping a service will show All Items, Archive, Tags/Folders, and the list of individual sources underneath. Tapping one of those options will show the article list on the left and, when selected, an article on the right.


Pulling the whole article by swiping right can also expand the other two layers of sidebar back into view, and swiping to the left again instead expands the "Show in browser view".
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Alternately, turning the iPad into Portrait or combining a 2/3 landscape view with a 1/3 split view app will change the arrangement – sources and articles are shown, then the article is only in fullscreen.
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And finally, in half-view on both iPad Pros, Reeder adopts a single column-mode like the iPhone version with one view per screen.


Overall, this variability is nice – I don't recommend choosing an individual behavior because you'll inevitability run into a moment where you want to change it.


And, just for reference, he’s what the other views look like (“Regular” is what Automatic most often displays as):




		Single
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		Compact
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		Full
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From my testing of all of these, I do prefer Automatic, but there's also two improvements that'd make it perfect:



		Full-screen for iPad: I noticed there’s no way to simply view a full article with no sidebar in the default iPad view when in landscape.
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It’s safe to assume I want to use the sidebar, but not being able to hide it at all is unfortunate – if I want to hide the article list, I’d have to pick up and rotate my iPad or pair it with a 1/3 view split screen app.

		Proper split view on the big iPad: Reeder also doesn't take advantage of the "two fullscreen iPad apps side by side" of the 12.9" iPad.
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This view shows a single column view as if there is limited space, when it should use the combined Sources/Article list view like in the fully expanded view instead. Having two full iPad apps is one the key differentiating features of the larger iPad and implementing this choice for Automatic view doesn't fulfill the benefit promised to users buying this device.




I’d like to see the Automatic view changed in a future update to support both of these features – it’s really good and so so close, but definitely noticeable if you’re all-in on iPad.


Styling


Beyond those views, the minimal iconography and simple way Reeder styles the text makes the reading experience excellent out of the box, no jank in sight. 


The app includes mulitude options for making a reading layout just the way you like it, which I find to have just the right mix of typographic choices and control without letting me turn it into some ugly beast.
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There are themes: light, light with dark titlebar, light with black titlebar, dark, and black – the tan contrast option is gone, however


For articles, these are the options:



		"Increase contrast" by converting links from bolded to underlined,

		font choices (although the default San Francisco looks gorgeous with the Dark Theme),

		the ability to change text size, spacing, and the title size, and

		more title customizations like bolding, title case or all capitalized, and left- or centered-alignment.




I don’t even feel the need to change these, since it seems just right for me.


Customization and control


Once you've added services, be sure to poke around with the Settings screen to get things just right too.
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The Settings screen also lets you adjust the Bionic Reading settings and read more about that if you're interested, plus there's a Gestures menu for toggling the swipes on the article list.


These gestures are super personal as well, with options to Toggle read, Toggle starred, Add to Instapaper, Share, or trigger the Action sheet (which is Unread, Starred, and Share in one) – choosing which one on which side depends on your needs, and also takes some trial and error.
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"Swipe right" is the action of sliding it to the right but revealing the iconography on the left, and Swipe Left pulls it left but shows the icon on the right.


This also confused me inside Instapaper, because my setting for Swipe Right to add to Instapaper just doesn't work as it can't save it to itself again, but instead activates the overall "Swipe on the article to open browser view".
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In the Settings screen, you can also tap on individual Accounts to adjust the settings for each. Here you can:



		change the Description to show a different label in the sidebar,

		change syncing between On Start, Manually, and Background Refresh,

		choose whether to "Mark article as read" either manually or "on open",

		sort the sites by Alphabetical order or by unread count, and

		choose whether each source's unread count will show on the app icon badge




I set all of mine to refresh in the background, mark my articles as read in Instapaper and upon open in Feedly, story alphabetically, and then turn off all badges (although I may experiment with this).





New features


What’s great about Reeder 4 has also been true of the past few versions of the app – so why is it still worth picking up the new version?


Redesigned from the ground up


As mentioned in the App Store update notes, the app has been rebuilt to share a codebase across iOS and macOS, making it easier to maintain and update in the future.
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This accounts for the delay in the release, and it shows through in the unified look and feel across platforms.


Bionic Reading


The more interesting and novel feature added in Reeder 4 is "Bionic Reading" mode, which is an excessive marketing name from another party for a new way of reading that involves the science of memory chunking. 
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With Bionic Reading active, the first few letters of every word are bolded to attract the eye's attention and letting your brain fill in the rest of the word.


This works because, when you read, you only physically look at the chunked letters and then your eyes/brain/magic combine it all for you. Reading this way lets you mentally complete the word and move on to the next chunk immediately.
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Much like it's easier to read 510-936-1532 than it is to read 5109361532, bionic reading works surprisingly well too.


I suggest you at least try it out for the novelty, but I will have to see for myself in the long run how it pans out as a daily tool.


Instapaper folders as “Tags”


Instapaper in Reeder also gained new features in version 4 – previously the app had no way to let you organize pieces into Instapaper's folders, but now you can use "Tags" to an individual article to a folder.
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Adding a new tag will create a new folder, and the list only allows you to use one – this is slightly confusing because it mixes the 1:many metaphor of tagging with the 1:1 structure of Folders, but I don't really care – at least we can organize for Instapaper now from within Reeder itself instead of switching back and forth.


Read Later


The marquee feature new to Reeder 4, however, is a Read Later feature built into the application, which lets you save articles to star and archive within Reeder itself. Sharing articles from another Account now shows a Send to Read Later option in the Share sheet, which adds it to your inbox for when you’re ready for it.


You can also set up gestures so that you could swipe on any article in the preview list and save it for later right away.
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However, the initial version feels slightly limited.


For one, there’s no sort of organization like Instapaper or something else like Pocket can provide – folders or tags might help for power users, the type of person who'll be buying a paid RSS reader front-end anyway. 
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In addition, you can only add articles to the Reading List if they come through an RSS feed first or get saved into Instapaper and then moved in. There’s a Share sheet within the app, but there’s no option to share an article from another app like Safari.
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You can also set Read Later as a gesture or use the icon (three overlapping dots) in the tab bar, but with something that worked from the normal Share sheet in other apps, I could come across links in places like Twitter and save them into Reeder – it could be a true read-it-later app.


But without that, I’m not sure if it's worth the extra step – moving through Instapaper anyway means I might as well keep things there, which is also accessible from the web (and has its own additional features).


I also wish there was a URL scheme like reeder://add?link= that let users pass articles into the Read Later service on their own – I can definitely think of a multitude of ways I could integrate Reeder into my custom shortcuts in the Shortcuts app.


However, Read Later could prove to be useful – I’ll have to experiment with it more. At least for now, with cross-Apple device synchronization to places like your iPhone, iPad, or Mac, this is a fairly good alternative for anyone who doesn't use Instapaper or doesn’t want to use Safari Reading List.





Small changes to the app


There’s also a handful of things that are tweaked that differentiate Reeder 4 from the past versions:


Refreshed icon and animated logo


Reeder 4 has a refreshed app icon that now has slices of gray gradients through it.


This also pairs nicely with one slick thing new - pull to refresh also rotates the app logo in a very satisfying way. 


Tab bar:


Some other small details have changed in Reeder. Now, the bottom bar has new options, letting you toggle Read, Starred, toggle Reading, toggle Bionic Reading, navigate Next, and Share. Plus, when you’re in Instapaper, you’re able to apply Tags.


This view lost the "Previous" up arrow, although you can still swipe down to rubber-band to the next piece.


Custom Share sheet is gone: Reeder has also abandoned their custom Sharing menu, which I am all for – it only allowed certain services to integrate, and required an additional tap to bring up the standard Share sheet.
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For a Shortcuts power users like myself, I often found myself tapping extra times on a regular basis, so this adoption of the iOS standard is welcome because it makes shooting articles off through my shortcuts that much quicker.


Reader Mode: There's also an improved Reader Mode than you can activate that cleans up the article even further.
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To be honest I had to look for a bit to figure out what changed, but it appears it strips the date you saved the piece out of the title bar area, pulls in some more of the HTML from webpages like Polygon, and also cuts out aside boxes. 


Depending on the article/website's individual formatting, it may also remove some images, but this was inconsistent across sites.


Instapaper login fix: One minor change is welcome for me – Reeder 3 always prompted me to enter my Instapaper "username" according to the text field label, but it would always fail unless I entered my email address for that username instead.
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This was a minor thing, but I almost always tried to remember it, chose wrong, and ran into it enough that I immediately noticed it was fixed in Reeder 4.





Keyboard Shortcuts adjustments


Reeder also offers a fantastic bunch of keyboard shortcuts to the app that iPad users can take advantage of and now align with those on the Mac version. 
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Article List



		Command + 1, Command + 2, and Command + 3 switch the article view between Starred, Unread, and All

		U takes you back to the Accounts page

		R syncs everything

		Shift + R syncs just the current Account

		N will take you to the next Subscription/Source in the list and P takes you back to the Previous,

		Command + N lets you add a new subscription (use this whenever you want to add a new blog or site to Feedly)

		A will attempt to Mark All As Read (with a confirmation)




Reading mode



		M will Mark as Read

		S will make the article Starred

		G will trigger the Reading mode described earlier, which is also almost imperceptible from the default settings

		Shift + G will turn on Bionic Reading mode

		I will then make the app "View Article", which I've only found works if you have selected an article and then have moved back to the view the Accounts (try pressing U, then I)




Browser: 



		V will open the in-app browser from the side using Safari View Controller

		B will open the article directly into the Safari app itself




Search and Clear the list: 



		F will let you add a search filter on the list (which includes full-text search)

		C will clear the list of any archived or read articles




Navigation



		j takes you to the next article and k brings you to the previous

		. (period) takes you back up a level, just like swiping can. From an article view, tapping . successively will take you back through Articles, Subscriptions, and Accounts respectively.




On the Mac, it’s also possible to set up keyboard shortcuts for all your available sharing options (plus have them display in the toolbar). Thanks to app extensions, I can use apps like Things and Ulysses seamlessly with Reeder when I’m at my Mac.


These iOS keyboard shortcuts, however, have a few quirks—I think J and K are backwards compared to the Gmail standard—and their usage alongside the Automatic default appearance also confused me a bit:



Too much view changing
When the app is in split screen or portrait, there's no way to navigate the Subscriptions and Articles menu without the app jumping into fullscreen article view and moving through one by one.


I'd like to able to navigate through the subscriptions and articles without entering into the individual pieces, then press something like I or Enter to actually select and view the piece.


No sharing shortcuts


Oddly, there are no keyboard shortcuts for Sharing options – it'd be nice to open the Share menu from the keyboard while viewing an article, but also be able to Save to Read Later and Save to Instapaper from the keyboard where applicable. 


Arrow keys gone


I also found myself naturally trying to use the arrow keys to navigate around, and that isn't possible either. The app previously included the ability to move back/forward using left/right and next/previous using down/up, but that's gone in this version.1


That being said, Instapaper has a really, really good implementation of this that I'd like to see adopted by Reeder – you can arrow around the whole view and enter/exit articles without reaching up to the screen.


Shortcuts, but not Shortcuts


One last detail – in the App Store description and in the app, the developer refers to “Shortcuts” but means keyboard shortcuts – there is no Siri Shortcuts support for Reeder.





Ideas for expansion
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Aside from the changes that came to the keyboard shortcuts and my suggestions for improving them, I came up with some other features I’d like to see to take Reeder 4 to the next level:


Customized bar on iOS: All of the sharing features also start to make the iPhone version fairly cramped, especially in lieu of a true full screen text-only mode. Customization could cut down on this clutter too, which is a bit overwhelming combined with true Black on the iPhone X lines and high-contrast white icons.


I personally still barely see the benefit of Reader Mode, almost never have any pieces Starred, and might not end up using Bionic Reading – being able to remove those and swap them out for something like "Previous" might be a nice feature for future versions.


Grid view: 


I do wish Reeder adopted an alternate Grid view like Instapaper makes available. That's one of my favorite ways to view an information-dense rich list of my content to consume, and one of the things I sought out while looking for alternatives when Reeder was seemingly no longer being updated in the 7 months it didn't work properly on my iPads.


Tagged read later/archive


Adding Tags support for Read Later that exist after the piece is archived would be killer too. Instapaper marks a piece as read and moves it out of its folder and into a generic archive, and Pocket allows tagged archives but just sucks overall – this could make Reeder a proper read later app and even compete on some level with Pinboard.


App icons: Let users customize the app icon from current to classic designs or themed alternates. Reeder has a rich history of unique designs, and it’d be cool to let users change things up if they want.


I think all of the above would be perfect in-app purchases that I wouldn't mind paying for.


I’d also like to see Siri Shortcuts to open into each of my Accounts or even Feedly folders and Instapaper Tags/folders – chaining deep links into Reeder into my routines would be fantastic.


Plus, as I mentioned earlier, sharing features for Read Later would be fantastic, rather than relying on something coming through RSS or saving it via Instapaper first.





Conclusion


All together, Reeder 4 is a solid update and brings it back into my consideration set of RSS apps thanks to its renewed support and development.
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The future of Reeder was unclear for a bit – it may have just been a timing thing – but now I'm confident in using this as my main RSS feed app.


It’s the best-looking feed reading app


I still love the typography and reading options, the keyboard shortcuts and layout appearances are close to perfect, and the rubber-banding from piece to piece is still my preferred style and makes it a must-have to match my Reading List experience that I use for shorter pieces or quick links.


Read-it-later improvements


The addition of Tags for organizing Instapaper pieces into Folders also makes it a more-capable front-end for my longer pieces 2 – now I can save there and organize in either Reeder or Instapaper whatever app fits my fancy in the moment.


I am going to play around with the Read Later feature and see how it fits for me – having a Share sheet option and URL scheme would surely help it fit nicely with my Shortcuts setup, if they were to exist.


It’s my RSS recommendation


I recommend Reeder to anyone looking to take control of their reading experience, who wants to go straight to their own sources through a curated list of subscriptions, and manage their read-it-later articles, all in one app.
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Reeder looks great regardless of device, works well in many setups and layouts, and just looks damn good while doing it.


There’s a few routes I could see the app go down that improve the Read Later and shortcuts experience, but for now I am glad Reeder is back and am happy to give developer Silvio Ricci my money.


Hopefully I can give him more money in the future for new features too – I want Reeder here to stay.


Get Reeder 4:



		$4.99 on the App Store

		$9.99 on the Mac App Store

		ReederApp.com




	
	It was a slightly odd implementation and didn't exactly physically navigate but instead combined moving the viewport with swapping to other pieces. 


I can see why they didn't include that same version again.


	
	This is especially relevant since I've been moving away from Instapaper Highlights/Notes.


Shortcuts lets you have more control and share selected text when run from Safari Web Pages.
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Those few of you that follow what I'm doing will know that the open source

Flint framework | started is nearing its full public 1.0 release. My goal with
this project is to help people develop high quality and robust apps on Apple
platforms in less time, with deeper OS integration with minimal effort.

It works by having a lightweight action dispatch pattern that does not force
any other architecture change on your code, and through this makes it easy
and consistent to deal with a wide range of work we have to do in apps on
Apple platforms; URL handling and deep linking, Handoff & Siri prediction
via smart NSUserActivity handling, Shortcuts, In-app purchases,
permissions, analytics, feature-flagging and logging.

Approaching the final Flint 1.0 is exciting for obvious reasons, but it also
means work can resume in earnest on our awesome forthcoming app built
using it. If you have big company or team information screens in your offices
you'll definitely want to check out Bloop.

With most of my time taken up by client work on the excellent design app
Concepts, even now the pace of development on Bloop will be a little slow.

With that in mind, and with the desire to demonstrate the elegance and power
of Flint, | decided to challenge myself to spend a very short amount of time
getting our old non-Flint based "insult generator” app Hobson up and
running again while adding a Siri Shortcut using Flint that will let you say “"Hey
Siri, insult me"”. Some people will find it funny, some won't but it serves as a
great real-world example.

Hobson was previously removed from sale because of the great 32-bit app
purge, as we simply didn’t have time to bring it up to date. The app is
relatively simple and this made it a great candidate for this exercise.

This article is not intended as a ton-to-bottom auide for creatina Siri
* X = BR S
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done. The persistence of distracting thoughts is not an indication
that the unconscious is working to finish the task. Nor is it the
unconscious nagging the conscious mind to finish the task right
away. Instead, the unconscious is asking the conscious mind to make
a plan. The unconscious mind apparently can’t do this on its own, so
it nags the conscious mind to make a plan with specifics like time,
place, and opportunity. Once the plan is formed, the unconscious

can ston naaaina the consciniis mind with reminders

X = BR L2

=L 7 74% @m)

LYYy






OPS/images/image-30.png
3:28 PM Thu Apr 25

Q Search

LumaFusion 2.0 Preview -
Live Stream

Satisfactory’s end goal?
Replacing myself

Storage for Photographers

Instapaper

How To Be Successful

I've observed thousands of founders and
thought a lot about what it takes to make a
huge amount of money or to create
something important. Usually, people start
off wanting the former and end up wanting
the latter. Here are 13 thoughts about how

to achieve such outlier success. Everythin...

Do Micro Four Thirds cameras
have a future?

The Panasonic Leica DG

Nocticron 42.5mm f/1.2 Micro...

[Easy Chair] | The Ideology of

Isolation, by Rebecca Solnit |...

A Brief History of the To-Do

List and the Psychology of Its...

Eat not to dullness ; drink not to elevation.

The Olympus M. Zuiko 45mm

/1.8 Micro Four Thirds Lens...

S &

%

API Marketplace - Free Public
& Open Rest APIs | RapidAPI

Popular APIs View all Imgur Imgur's API
exposes the entire Imgur infrastructure via
a standardized programmatic interface.
Using Imgur's ... 9.9 240ms 97% Recipe -
Food - Nutrition The spoonacular
Nutrition, Recipe, and Food API allows yo...

The Panasonic Leica DG
Summilux 1§mm f/1.7 Micro F...

i

The Panasonic Lumix G 20mm
f/1.7 I ASPH Lens Review —...

3:29 PM Thu Apr 25

<

Instapaper

E] Unread

@ Shortcuts

I;I blog.samaltman.com
n brainpickings.org
IEI engadget.com

. harpers.org

% marcpalmer.net
nytimes.com

. paulstamatiou.com
n polygon.com
rapidapi.com
toolsandtoys.net

. youtube.com

Unread

YESTERDAY

10:08 AM
% Adding a Siri Shortcut to

an existing app in under

an hour* using the open

source framework Flint

7:05 AM
. LumaFusion 2.0 Preview - Live
Stream

THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019

I;I How To Be Successful

HARPERS.ORG 9:45 PM
[Easy Chair] | The Ideology of
Isolation, by Rebecca Solnit |
Harper's Magazine

If you boil the strange soup of co...

TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 2019

API Marketplace - Free
Public & Open Rest APIs
| RapidAPI;

MONDAY, APRIL 15, 2019

10:06 AM
n Satisfactory’s end goal? =
Replacing myself <

IEI Do Micro Four Thirds
cameras have a future?

TLT57% @)

[Easy Chair] | The Ideology of
Isolation, by Rebecca Solnit |
Harper's Magazine

If you boil the strange soup of contemporary right-wing ideology down
to a sort of bouillon cube, you find the idea that things are not connected
to other things, that people are not connected to other people, and that
they are all better off unconnected. The core values are individual
freedom and individual responsibility: yourself for yourself on your own.
Out of this Glorious Disconnect comes all sorts of illogical thinking.
Taken to its conclusion, this worldview dictates that even facts are
freestanding items that the self-made man can manufacture for use as

he sees fit.

This is the modern ideology we still call conservative, though it is really a
sort of loopy libertarianism that inverts some of the milder propositions
of earlier conservative thinkers. “There is no such thing as society,”
Margaret Thatcher said in 1987. The rest of her famous remark is less

frequently quoted:

There is [a] living tapestry of men and women and people and the
beauty of that tapestry and the quality of our lives will depend
upon how much each of us is prepared to take responsibility for
ourselves and each of us prepared to turn round and help by our

own efforts those who are unfortunate.

Throughout that interview with Woman’s Own magazine, Thatcher
walked the line between old-school conservatism — we are all
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Those few of you that follow what I'm doing will know that the

open source Flint framework | started is nearing its full public

1.0 release. My goal with this project is to help people develop
high quality and robust apps on Apple platforms in less time,

with deeper OS integration with minimal effort.

It works by having a lightweight action dispatch pattern that
does not force any other architecture change on your code,
and through this makes it easy and consistent to deal with a
wide range of work we have to do in apps on Apple platforms;
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started is nearing_its full public 1.0 release. My goal with this project is to help people develop
high quality and robust apps on Apple platforms in less time, with deeper OS integration with

minimal effort.
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source Flint framework | started is nearing its full public 1.0 release. My

goal with this project is to help people develop high quality and robust
apps on Apple platforms in less time, with deeper OS integration with

minimal effort.

It works by having a lightweight action dispatch pattern that does not
force any other architecture change on your code, and through this

makes it easy and consistent to deal with a wide range of work we have

to do in apps on Apple platforms; URL handling and deep linking, Handoff

& Siri prediction via smart NSUserActivity handling, Shortcuts, In-app

purchases, permissions, analytics, feature-flagging and logging.
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MyMy first sight in Satisfactory — the newest early access title from Coffee
Stain Studios — is the rush of sky past my little pod window. | stumble onto an
alien planet as a robotic, menacing voice fills my ear. | work for a galactic
corporation, this voice is my Al handler, and | need to harvest this new planet
for minerals, ore, and more advanced resources. My reward? Better tools,
more powerful machines, and personal obsolescence.

I mine ore by hand, then | build a drill to mine ore for me. | smelt ore into
ingots, then | build machines to smelt ingots for me. An hour into Satisfactory,
I've managed to automate my previous cycle. The idea of building another
iron rod by hand seems almost barbaric.
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Adding a Siri Shortcut to an existing
app in under an hour* using the open
source framework Flint

Appx. reading time: 15min

Those few of you that follow what I'm doing will know that the open source
Flint framework | started is nearing its full public 1.0 release. My goal with
this project is to help people develop high quality and robust apps on Apple
platforms in less time, with deeper OS integration with minimal effort.

It works by having a lightweight action dispatch pattern that does not force
any other architecture change on your code, and through this makes it easy
and consistent to deal with a wide range of work we have to do in apps on
Apple platforms; URL handling and deep linking, Handoff & Siri prediction
via smart NSUserActivity handling, Shortcuts, In-app purchases,
permissions, analytics, feature-flagging and logging.

Approaching the final Flint 1.0 is exciting for obvious reasons, but it also
means work can resume in earnest on our awesome forthcoming app built
using it. If you have big company or team information screens in your offices
you'll definitely want to check out Bloop.
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VFX supe Volker Engel goes back to the
film, the trailer, and the production of the
1998 film.

Fresh from his 1996 blockbuster hit, Independence
Day, a film that combined the latest in computer
generated imagery and practical effects and
miniatures, Roland Emmerich returned to the big
screen with Godzilla. Again, an array of effects
techniques would be used to bring the giant lizard
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walk towards the entrance.

It was a wild guess what date to choose when choosing our wedding date a
year in advance, as peak bloom varies year to year. But we chose March 23,
2014 on a whim. And, of course, the trees were at peak bloom that day. Fast
forward to four years later, pregnant with our baby girl, we drove up to the
Brazilian Room the day after my due date to take a walk there and the two
spectacular trees greeted us again in full bloom, the bees were so happy. |
went into labor the next morning.

UC Berkeley campus

Photo: Carey Pelton

Carey Pelton: This tree is located on the university campus near Giannini
Hall. I call it “Autumn in Berkeley.” | took this photo on a rainy day in 2010. The
tree has subsequently been reduced in size due to age. What a beauty!
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For Earth Day, you told us ¢
favorite Berkeley trees

Plenty of people talk about how to address climate che
doing something about it. So, for this Earth Day, we thc
readers to submit stories and photographs of their favc

Partly, we were inspired by Tree of the Year, an annual
Czech Republic that scours Europe for “trees with the
were also inspired by a news article from Melbourne, A
assigned trees serial numbers and email addresses, os
could report problems. Instead, people wrote love lett

But mostly, we were inspired by the trees themselves.
along streets, in parking lots, on campus, at the marine
open-space preserves of the Berkeley Hills. Native anc
Oaks, maples, eucalyptus, ironwoods, buckeyes and m

We were hoping readers would submit not only the mo
aesthetically pleasing of Berkeley's trees, but also thos
not disappointed. And, happily, there is a good deal of
beautiful and the “story-ful” when it comes to trees.
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